
 
                                                     

  

 

EURO ALLIANCE OF PAYMENT SCHEMES ELECTS NEW CHAIRMAN 

 

 

5
th

 of October, 2010 – Brussels: EAPS, the alliance of European debit card schemes which 

facilitates pan-European ATM and point-of-sale (POS) transactions, has announced the 

election of Mr Peter Blasche as Chairman of the EAPS Board of Directors.  

 

Mr Blasche, Head of Payments and Card Schemes at the Association of the German Public 

Sector Banks (VÖB), will oversee the work of the alliance and its activity to connect debit 

card schemes across Europe efficiently and cost-effectively.  

 

Mr Blasche succeeds Ugo Bechis, who led EAPS from the beginning of 2008 until summer 2010. 

Mr Bechis has resigned from his position as Chairman of EAPS following his election as 

Chairman of the Cards Working Group at the European Payments Council.  

 

Mr Blasche comments: “I am delighted to be appointed as Chairman of the EAPS Board.  As 

the scheme is driven and governed entirely by its EU members, it has European issues such as 

SEPA compliance at its core.  Card schemes, banks and payment institutions compliant with 

European requirements and the SEPA Cards Framework of the European Payments Council, are 

all encouraged to join and take advantage of the benefits of participating in EAPS, such as 

increasing profits from existing networks and enhancing their relevance across European 

boundaries.” 

 

Mr Blasche adds:  “I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Ugo Bechis for his 

valuable contribution over the last two years.  His work played a key role in ensuring EAPS 

offers a real regional alternative to the international payment schemes according to its 

mission to become a leading European payment card scheme.” 

 

Approximately one million transactions took place under the EAPS framework in 2009.  For 

further information on the scheme and how to join, visit www.card-alliance.eu.  
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For further media information, please contact:  

Lars Tebrügge 

Marketing and Communication  

Euro Alliance of Payment Schemes 

5 Place du Champ de Mars 

1050 Brussels, Belgium 

Tel: +32 2550 3628  

press@card-alliance.eu 

 

About EAPS: 

EAPS is an alliance of European card schemes founded by Consorzio Bancomat (Italy), Eufiserv 

(Europe), Euro 6000 (Spain), LINK (UK), SIBS (Portugal) and Zentraler Kreditausschuss 

(Germany).  Together EAPS participants represent more than 222m cards, 2.2m POS payment 

terminals and almost 200,000 ATMs. EAPS is a European scheme of schemes, and provides an 

alternative to international card schemes within Europe.   

www.card-alliance.eu 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


